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KidDilly—In search of kid-delights for Northeast Pennsylvania
Thank you for participating in our email interview for placement on the KidDilly blog.

1. Please answer the following questions (no limit on length).

2. Please send an image (125x125) approx size would be best but it can be bigger. JPG format please.  Or, may we have permission to copy pictures from your website for this post? I have attached a couple of Jpegs for use on your site.
Any questions, please contact: kiddilly@ymail.com
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS:

3. Please tell us a little bit about Stories for Children? 
Stories for Children Magazine is designed to unlock your children’s imagination and take them on an exciting adventure into the World of Ink with Stanley Bookman (the SFC mascot) from Storyville as their guide on the magical monthly trips. 

Stories for Children Magazine is not just for adult writers. One thing that sets Stories for Children Magazine apart is that we also publish stories written and illustrated by children and teens. While submitting stories to children’s magazines, I was shocked to discover that few magazines allowed underage writers. I vowed to change this and have done so with Stories for Children Magazine. 

Did you know that the love of reading is often times triggered by an adult reading good children’s stories to very young children? Some expectant parents read to their babies while they're still in the womb and continue every day after they're born. SFC magazine encourages readers who are our future writers and illustrators to submit to all areas of the magazine so that our readers can become a real part of the adventure that’s found in the World of Ink. 

Each monthly issue is loaded with fun stories and articles based on age-appropriate reading levels. There are also puzzles, games, children’s book reviews, crafts, and poems to inspire the imagination. Children's authors or illustrators are also known to stop by, hoping to make new friends along their journey into the World of Ink.

4. How long have you been in business? 
Stories for Children Magazine’s debut issue was in April 2007. We are just beginning our third year and plan many more years to come.

5.  How did you get your start? 
I started Stories for Children Magazine as a hobby. I had only been writing for a year and I liked what a lot of the other Ezines for children were doing, however none of them seemed to offer a place for young authors (17 and under) a place to submit and very few print publications did, too. Because of this I knew there would be room for one more Ezine on the net. Also, I wanted children to have a fun safe place to come and read stories, articles, poems, and so much more for free or at a low membership fee. So far I’ve been able to keep Stories for Children Magazine a free site, but this may change. 

Anyway, my other thought was to offer a place for new writers to learn about the submission process. I wanted to help writers hone their writing and get a feel for the submission process. I never dreamed so many of my fellow authors would see the potential in Stories for Children and get others to believe in it, too. I wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for all the SFC contributors and the SFC Team. They are what makes Stories for Children Magazine what it is. 

6. What do you enjoy most about children’s publishing?
I love watching new authors bloom into great writers, seeing children who love reading and writing get excited about their story, article, or poem being published, experienced authors and illustrators glow from sharing their talents with others, and mostly helping those along their way into the World of Ink. 
I get to meet so many different levels of authors and illustrators from the newbie to a New York Best-seller. It’s funny, but they both see themselves in the same light . . . they both hope children will enjoy the story, information, silly poem, or artwork they have to share. I love seeing we’re not all that different no matter what stage we are in with our career in children’s literature. We all love sharing what matters to us with the young. How exciting that is!

7. What awards have you been presented with?

Recently we just won a few awards in the Preditor & Editor Reader Poll 2008 for Top Ten Magazine in fiction, nonfiction, and Poetry. We also had three of our magazine covers place in the Top Twenty in the 2008 Readers Poll: SFC May 2008 3rd place, September 2008 8th place, and March 2008 12th place. 

Then there were some awards for publications and artwork in our magazine such as:

Snow Angels by Wendy Dickson, Nonfiction Editor 6th place for mainstream fiction

Dinosaur Tracks in My Backyard by VS Grenier, Editor-in-Chief 7th place for nonfiction

Lookout That Bugs Loaded! by Sandie Lee, Blog Editor 11th place for nonfiction

Telling Time with the Sun, Moon, Stars by Kassandra Radomkie 4th place nonfiction

The Little Red Sock by Arnot McCallum 2nd place poetry

A Grand Dilemma artwork by Stephen Mcquignon 1st place Illustration

Scott’s Zoo artwork by Melissa Zepeda 5th place Illustration

Marie Letourneau, Art Director 1st place Artist

VS Grenier, Founder & Editor-in-Chief 12th place Magazine Editor

Other awards Stories for Children Magazine has received through our SFC Team and SFC Contributors:

Fiction/Poetry Editor Gayle Jacobson-Huset’s story, Pepper-Jack Ray and Waldo's Scary Halloween, won 7th place in the Preditors & Editors Reader Poll 2007 for Short Story Mainstream Fiction.  

Editor-in-Chief VS Grenier’s article, Yes, Virginia, There IS a Santa Clause, tied for 2nd place in the Preditors & Editors Readers Poll 2007 for Non-fiction.  

Illustrator, Zariah’s artwork for Huoda Lauda Eyes, won 2nd place in the Preditors & Editors Readers Poll 2007 for Best Artwork for a short story.  

Illustrator Nicole Brdkelbaum, won 3rd place for Stories for Children Magazine’s May 2007 cover in the Preditors & Editors Readers Poll 2007 Best Magazine Cover Art.  

Former Art Director Chrissy Fanslau, tied for 5th place for Stories for Children Magazine’s November 2007 cover in the Preditors & Editor’s Readers Poll 2007 Best Magazine Cover Art.  

Editor-in-Chief VS Grenier, won 9th place as Best Magazine Editor in the 2007 Preditors & Editors Readers Poll 2007. 
Stories for Children Magazine’s Bookstore placed 5th in the Preditors & Editors Readers Poll 2007 for Best Bookstore on the web.

Stories for Children Magazine placed in the Top Ten as Best E-zine for Fiction, Non-fiction, and Poetry in the Preditors & and Editors Readers Poll 2007.

Stories for Children Magazine nominated Best E-zine by Muse Peer Awards 2006

8. Is there a favorite product or service that you offer?  Or a favorite story you’ve published? 
 It’s not really a product or service, but it is an award. I love our Granny Awards at SFC. This award is presented in multiple categories and all you have to do is be published or donate artwork to our magazine. Each year the editors at SFC get together and pick our Top Three favorite stories by age group, articles by age group, poems, youth submissions, inside artwork, and magazine cover art. It’s a real thrill to announce our Granny Award winners and send them a trophy engraved as a thank you for supporting, donating their talents, and believing in us.

As to a favorite story or any published title in Stories for Children Magazine, well I tend to like them all. Yes, there are a few that stand out more in my mind then others, but that’s because I can relate to them or have been in the main characters shoes at one time in my life. I think all the published titles are wonderful . . . if I didn’t, they wouldn’t have made it into one of the issues.
9. Anything else you would like to share about your company?
Stories for Children Magazine is proud of its first annual anthology Best of Stories for Children Magazine Volume 1, a collection of over 20 poems, stories, and articles published by leading children's authors, which was released November 2008.
At Stories for Children Magazine the World of Ink is a place where imagination is everything and everything is only in your imagination. Now with the release of the Best of Stories for Children Magazine Volume 1, children, parents, librarians, and teachers can enjoy the top stories, poems, and articles from Stories for Children Magazine’s first year of publication over and over again.

The Best of Stories for Children Magazine Volume 1 can be purchased through LuLu.com at http://www.lulu.com/content/4892856, and the SFC Bookstore at http://www.storiesforchildrenmagazine.org
Stories for Children Magazine is also making plans to become a print magazine. We will still offer 1/3 our content on the SFC site for free, this includes selected stories, articles, and poems, and the rest will be available to those who join as an SFC member. But this will happen sometime in the future so right now we’re still free. 
We would love to see more youth submitting to us. Right now we get about 13 to 15 submissions a year, but it would be great to see more children writing and being published in our magazine. 

We also have interviews with wonderful authors and illustrators each month. This is a great tool for schools. I know many teachers ask their students to research an author and/or illustrator to write a report about. Many students don’t have a clue who to pick or even where to begin looking. Stories for Children Magazine is a great place to start their search for who they would like to write a report about. Not just in our Featured Guest pages, but also in our SFC Contributor pages where they can find information on everyone who has been in Stories for Children Magazine.

Parents and teachers also can benefit from Stories for Children Magazine. Our mascot Stanley Bookman shares a new topic on a holiday or event that happened in the current month along with tips to help children become better readers. We also offer a Fun Links page for parents and teachers with information on great sites to places where they can buy art supplies, crafts, and more. 

There are plans to add a blog to the SFC website by the summer of 2009. This will be for families and will cover vacations on a budget to interviews with those who work with or entertain children. This will be a weekly blog with each week having a certain topic of discussion. We’re really excited about this project because Stories for Children is more than just a magazine. We're a family and a community committed to excellence in our work ethic, in the products and services we provide, and in our relationships with our readers, contributors, freelancers, featured guests, and advertisers. We strive to be fair, honest, committed, and give warm fuzzies and support to those we work with.

Thank you for this opportunity to share with your readers Stories for Children Magazine. I hope you and your readers will come take an adventure in the World of Ink with Stories for Children Magazine, Stanley Bookman, the SFC Team, and our SFC Contributors at http://storiesforchildrenmagazine.org
Thank you for your participation!

